Planktic ostracodes of the antarctic and subantarctic are being studied at the Istituto di Ecologia (University of Parma) as part of the continuing biological program of the Italian 'Progetto Antartide'. Our initial work was done on samples collected in 1987-1988 mainly from the nearshore waters of Terranova Bay, the Ross Sea, in the vicinity of the Italian base. It revealed the predominance at all stations and all depths of Alacia belgicae (Mueller, 1906) in a species-poor ostracode fauna which also included Alacia hettacra (Mueller, 1906) and Metaconchoecia isocheira (Mueller, 1906) (McKenzie et al., 1990; Benassi, Naldi & McKenzie, 1992) . We noted that these species are the same as those previously collected in the Ross Sea around the turn of the century (Brady, 1907; Bamey, 1921) .
This report presents species determinations, description of a new species, and discussion of the planktic ostracodes collected during the 1989-1990 Italian Antarctic Expedition. As such, it supplements previous work on the RV Eltanin collections by Deevey (1982) . Our primary data -the per sample species list, total Ostracoda density and density for each species -are available as Appendices I and 11 in another report (Benassi et al., 1992) .
